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NEWSLETTER FOR THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH - PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES – AUGUST 2021

 NOW IS THE TIME 

 
Moderator’s Musings: 
    

There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.
 Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Now is the time for the Presbyterian Women of 
the Presbytery of Des Moines to rededicate 
themselves to the Presbyterian Women’s 
Purpose. 
 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
commit ourselves: 
 
  to nurture our faith through prayer and 
Bible study 

  to support the mission of the church 
worldwide 

  to work for justice and peace 

  and to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that strengthens the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witness to 
the promises of God’s kingdom. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic limited PW meetings and 
activities this past year.  However, a new season 
has arrived, and we will RENEW, RECONNECT AND 
RE-ENERGIZE together at the Fall Gathering on 
October 9 at Windsor Presbyterian Church in  
 

Windsor Heights. Kathleen Keefer, Vice Moderator 

of the Churchwide PW Executive Committee, will be 
speaking. There will be a hands-on mission 
project, new resources will be available and there 
will be time to renew and reconnect with each 
other. 
 
Now is also the time for you to step forward and 
volunteer to serve on the PW Coordinating Team 
of the Presbytery of Des Moines.  The following 
positions for a term of 3 years are open and must 
be filled at the Fall meeting: Treasurer, Historian, 
Resources & HORIZONS, and 3 members at large. 
The Vice Moderator’s position will be for one year 
with the understanding she will become the 
moderator the next year and serve a 3-year term. 
 
Please pray about how you can or would be willing 
to serve on the Coordinating Team and call 
Moderator Sharon Falck at home - 641-260-8500 
or cell - 641-660-7615 as soon as possible. 
 
Let this be the time for you to serve the Lord in a 
PW Leadership role. 

Sharon Falck, PW Moderator
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NATIONAL AND SYNOD ACTIVITIES

  

 
As we get back to “normal”, the PW Coordinating Team is excited to start planning the  

Fall Gathering. 
Our planning meeting will be October 9, 2021,  

at Covenant Presbyterian Church in West Des Moines.  
The theme is: 

Renew, reconnect, re-energize 
Election of officers – Presentation of the Purpose Awards – Fun – Laughter – Sharing 

Speaker – Kathleen Keefer Editor of “The Sower” newsletter for the Synod of Lakes and Prairies 

 

NEW PW RESOURCES:  

Prayer and Beyond: Faithful 
Response in Times of Trouble is a 
timely pocket-sized resource, 
serving as a reminder of God’s 
presence even in the most difficult 
times. Though we experience 
hardship and disasters, in God we 
find the courage and the strength 
to face the difficult times and to 
persevere. Order at 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/sho
p (PWR19205) or download here: 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/do
wnloads/prayer-beyond/ 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/prayer-beyond/
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/prayer-beyond/
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FROM ONE DISCIPLE TO ANOTHER 

Our new Horizon’s Bible study, What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me, is, once again, filled 
with so much for us to glean as women of the 
church. If you are finding that the time you have in 
your PW circle meetings is not sufficient for a 
thorough study, set aside a different time than 
your meeting time and give it the credence it 
deserves. We, Presbyterian Women, are truly 
blessed to have such professional and applicable 
studies every year. The lessons are packed and the 
suggestion for leaders take the study even deeper. 
Taking time to do the Open, Explore, and Respond 
activities makes the lesson memorable and 
personable. At Trinity United Presbyterian Church, 
we have a group of women who wanted to take 
advantage of these suggestions last year, so have 
met on Mondays for 1 ½ hour. We may not get 
through one lesson in that time but are truly 
enriched by the discussion and dissecting the 
intentions of the Bible study authors. Try this with 
even just a few of you and see what you discover 
for yourselves.  

I hope you are as inspired by the art in our 2021-
22 study, as I have been! I think that someone who 
may know little about art can relate to the works 
by Cody F. Miller. Wow! If you have ever made a 
collage from magazine pictures or are into texture, 
you will love it. Each work is worth framing, of 
course, when you are done with the book. You 
might be moved to make your own collages if you 
are isolated or want to make a unique card for 
someone. Collect textures from magazines. Some 
of you may be doing some adult coloring. These 
Days devotionals now have coloring pages in the 
back of the booklet. Rather than coloring in a large 
design, trace over the picture to color with a 
Sharpie onto wax paper. Cut out each shape and 
trace onto the textured clippings. Piece them back 
together, like you would a stained-glass window, 
and see the magic appear in front of you. Using a 
glue stick, lay pieces down on a cardstock 

background. Give it away as a gift; hang it on your 
fridge as a reminder of what a blessing these 
studies are; or take a photo and send it to 
someone; you can even post it on Facebook.   

Want to learn more about Hebrew midwifes? 
There is a remarkably interesting You Tube video 
on the topic: Go to the YouTube app, type the 
words “The Hebrew Midwifes” into Search and 
start at 11:44 minutes. Tori Palmer tells of “Untold 
Stories of the Bible” about Shiphrah and Puah. You 
will be glad that you live in this century but learn 
about the healthy and unhealthy fears and the 
results of serving God even through cultural 
differences.  

A book worth reading, “If the Church Were 
Christian- Rediscovering the Values of Jesus.” 
Author, Philip Gulley. Some chapter titles to 
titillate you are: If the Church Were 
Christian…Jesus would be a model for living rather 
than an object of worship; If the Church Were 
Christian…Reconciliation would be valued over 
judgment; If the Church Were Christian…Gracious 
behavior would be more important than right 
belief; …Encouraging personal exploration would 
be more important than communal uniformity; 
…Meeting needs would be more important than 
maintaining institutions. I have had this book on 
my shelf for years and discovered it one day as I 
was looking for something else. It has so many 
goodies that the church could adjust easily to and 
bring great results.  

And, lastly, a random question- Are we in an 
authentic community?  

"Love many things for therein lies the true 
strength, and whosoever loves much performs 
much, and can accomplish much, and what is done 
in love is done well." Vincent Van Gogh 

That is all folks, Sue Kimball 
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PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES 

It’s always nice to hear what others are doing: 

Greetings from 
Guthrie Center First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Our numbers were 
down with 
attendance at PW due 

to Covid. We have three snowbirds which also 
affects our numbers. We thought about using 
same study books from last year, but decided to 
order the new one. We ordered one large print for 
member unable to attend. I have received the 
large print book and just looking through it I think 
we will enjoy it. 

Our only income (unless a donation is received) is 
from serving Lions Club. This had been twice a 
month in four months, but has been only one time 
a month for the four months. 

We are still able to continue our quarterly mission 
pledge for total of $800. 

We usually sponsor BINGO at The New Homestead 
three times a year, but have unable to do that last 
year and so far this year. We provided bananas 
and wrapped candy and had a women bake two 
homemade angel food cakes for each time. 

We continue with devotion and collection for 
Least Coin. The member who is unable to attend 
saves change and gets it to me to add to collection. 

Last fall we went to having meetings in Fellowship 
Hall with social distancing and masks. There were 
two months that only two attended, so canceled 
those meetings. At the last meeting in May we did 
have six attend out of possible nine. After this 
meeting we make plans for coming year and 
usually go out to lunch together. This year we got 
take out and enjoyed our social time together. 

Karen Hawley 

 

 

Trinity United, Indianola: 

Our morning circle, Martha Circle started 
meeting again, with help from Zoom, in April 
and May. Our May meeting was rather unique. 
We were in the middle of the lesson when a lady 
walked in and started talking to us. She seemed 
to be oblivious to the fact that we were in the 
middle of a meeting. She was crying and telling 
us about some family issues she had been 
dealing with. It’s difficult to know how to handle 
a situation like that. Fortunately, we have very 
compassionate members who immediately 
responded and started asking her questions and 
comforting her. We were able to connect her 
with some people in the community who could 
help. We later reflected on God’s guidance and 
wisdom. We have had four meetings since 
September. Yet when this lady searched for 
comfort, she found (or was guided) to us and  

 

our church at the exact 
moment we were having 
one of those infrequent 
meetings. We were 
complete strangers. She 
was a stranger to us. 
Coincidence? Maybe. Or 
just maybe God 
recognized the value in 
this woman and her 
need for help and used us for his purpose. 
Maybe it was God showing us why we are 
needed to spread Christ’s message in the world. 
It felt like much more than a coincidence.  

Juanita Ott 
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Sewing projects 

A group of women at Trinity United in Indianola 
have worked on sewing comforters for several 
years. We took a break last year but are starting 
up again at the end of August. This is organized by 
Martha Circle but is open to anyone in the church. 
Our fearless leader, Susan Tinder, has kept up with 
sewing over the past year when we didn’t meet. 
She has delivered some of the things we made to 
the shelter in Knoxville. The Presbytery of South 
Dakota asked for 12.5 inch quilt blocks to use in a 
quilt they were making for the Native Americans. 
These are some of the blocks Susan made and 
sent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYNOD OF LAKES AND PRAIRIES

Symbolism –Behind the Logo 

Our history, our present, and our 
future are represented in this logo. 

The first presbytery in the bounds 
of the synod was the Dakota 
Presbytery, established in 1844.  It 
was “bounded on the north by the 
International Line; on the west by 
the Pacific Ocean, on the south by 
Iowa and Missouri; and on the east 
by Wisconsin.” (Source:  The History of the 
Dakota Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, by Adams, 
Renville and Williamson, Good Will, SD, 1892) 

Our Native roots are evident in the circle, 
reminiscent of the medicine wheel and our call 
to heal divisions, make amends, and further 
reconciliation through our ministries.  The four 
quadrants remind us of the four directions 
(west, north, east, and south) which symbolize 
the life of both humans and the world in which 
we live.  

The blue waters of the lakes and the green of 
the prairies remind us of the gifts that nurture 
us today and the gifts we will protect for 

tomorrow. Within the boundaries 
of our Synod, there are two of the 
Great Lakes, thousands of smaller 
lakes left behind by the last glacier, 
and numerous man-made lakes, all 
supporting wildlife, commerce, and 
recreational activities. The lines in 
the green speak to crops planted 
and harvested; we live in awe that 

food grown in this Synod is used around the 
world. The solid green reminds us of our prairie 
heritage and the ongoing effort to restore 
native prairies for future generations. 

The center image prompts memory of our 
Scottish heritage as Presbyterians, represented 
by the Celtic cross.  We also celebrate the gifts 
of creation, symbolized by the sun and its rays 
bringing growth and life to the world. The shape 
of the cross also suggests a wind turbine, 
thousands of which can be seen across the 
Synod, helping to lead us to a more sustainable 
energy future. 

May the words of our mouths, the meditations 
of our hearts, and the work of our hands, bring 
the hope of God’s kingdom to all. 
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PW PURPOSE AWARDS 

Two women in the Presbytery of Des Moines 
received PW Purpose Awards in 2020. We 

plan to honor them at the next PW Gathering 
in October.  

 

Carol Barnes 
First Presbyterian 
Oskaloosa 

 
 

 

Ethel Lee Tucker 
First United Presbyterian 
Winterset 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE GOD IN YOUR AREA 

Presbytery of Des Moines Coordinating Team for Presbyterian Women… 

…has several openings for which we are seeking 
Presbyterian Women who have been called to 
help at the Presbytery level. The Presbytery 
Coordinating Team is a very important link 
between the local PWs and the Synod and 
National levels. The team also organizes our Fall 
and Spring gatherings which are always a lot of 
fun (including delicious food). It doesn’t involve 
a lot of work and you get to know some great 
and supportive people. 

At our fall gathering in October we will be 
electing: 

Vice Moderator 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Historian 

Mission 

Search Committee 

 

 

 

 
 
  

   Visit smile.amazon.com and select Presbyterian Women as your favorite 
charitable organization. Shop as normal and a portion of the purchase of eligible items is 
donated to PW. The total received in 2020 for the Amazon SMILE was $3,041.26. It all 
adds up with so little effort – So keep using Amazon SMILE! 

Peace starts with a smile. 
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CHALLENGING OUR THOUGHTS

 
 

Books for the 2021-2022 Reading Season: 

    October 11, 2021                                 December 13, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         February 7, 2022  April 11, 2022             June 13, 2022  August 8, 2022 
 
 

Most of these books are recommended by Presbyterian Women. There will be two 

times to join the Zoom sessions, 12:30 – 2:30 pm and 6:30 – 8:30 pm (Central Time). You 

must be registered to receive the study questions and to join the call due to Zoom 

protocol. Contact Kathleen Keefer at: kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com You do not need to 

commit to participate in future book discussions as you will register for each one 

separately. The “CLUB” is open to all regardless of gender. 

 READ A J&P RECOMMENDED BOOK EVERY TWO MONTHS 

 RECEIVE STUDY GUIDES TO INFORM YOUR READING 

 DISCUSS THE BOOKS WITH OTHERS VIA ZOOM 

mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
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PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES PW COORDINATING TEAM 

 
 
Executive Team 
Moderator 
Sharon Falck (2021) 
809 Turnberry Dr 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
641-260-8500 
sfalck2009@gmail.com 
 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
VACANT 
 

 
Recording Secretary 
Ann McGowan (2021) 
9549 Foxglove Ln 
Johnston, IA 50131 
515-252-6195 (H) 
515-480-9595 (M) 
akmcgowan@msn.com 
 
Treasurer 
Beverly Countryman (2021) 
1529 19th Place 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
515-225-1659 
bcountryman1@yahoo.com 

 
PW Synod Rep to Churchwide CT 
Kathleen Keefer 
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Coordinating Team 
Mission Matters 
Denise England (2021) 
1013 Spruce Dr 
Manning, IA 51455 
515-802-1173 
deniseengland24@gmail.com 
 
Historian  
VACANT 
 
 
Resources & HORIZONS 
Mary Lou Briles 
1015 Luster Ln 
Des Moines, IA 50315 
515-285-1074 
marybriles@aol.com 
 
Justice & Peace 
Margaret Blair (2021) 
PO Box 17 
St Charles, IA 50240 
515-491-0356 
mablair57@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Clergywoman Rep 
Rev. Barbara Tooker Todd (2021) 
5210 Panorama Dr 
Panora, IA 50216 
712-355-0052 
rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Juanita Ott  
1214 W. Euclid 
Indianola, IA 50125 
515-778-7985 
jott396116@aol.com 
 
Search Committee 
VACANT 

 
Area Coordinators 
Area #1 Coordinator 
Linda O’Connell 
PO Box 79 
Lucas, IA 50151 
641-203-3660 
rev.linda@mediacombb.net  
 
Area #2 Coordinator 
VACANT 
 
Area #3 Coordinator 
Barbara Taylor (2021) 
2709 1st Ave E 
Newton, IA 50208 
641-792-6990 
barbjohnmim@gmail.com 
 
Area #4 Coordinator 
VACANT 
 

  

mailto:sfalck2009@gmail.com
mailto:akmcgowan@msn.com
mailto:bcountryman1@yahoo.com
mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
mailto:deniseengland24@gmail.com
mailto:marybriles@aol.com
mailto:mablair57@gmail.com
mailto:rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com
mailto:jott396116@aol.com
mailto:rev.linda@mediacombb.net
mailto:barbjohnmim@gmail.com
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News about Presbyterian Women: 

Presbytery of Des Moines - https://dmpresbytery.org/committees-task-forces-top/presbyterian-women 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies - http://www.lakesandprairies.org 

Presbyterian Women - https://www.presbyterianwomen.org 

Presbyterian Women on Social Media 

YouTube—http://www.youtube.com/  presbyterianwomen  

Facebook—http://www.facebook.com/ presbyterianwomenpcusa 

Twitter—http://www.twitter.com/pwpcusa  

Church Store—http://www.pcusa.org/store 

Pinterest— www.pinterest.com/pwpcusa/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grapevine is published by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Des Moines.  Please share 
with the members of your PW and make copies for those in and outside your group. Urge them to 
share with others. Don’t keep it a secret! If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please 
contact Juanita Ott, jott396116@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Creative Visualization 
Exercise 

In the June 2021 reflection on 
Gathering theme, Susan Skoglund 
shared, “In a sermon delivered this 
spring, my pastor, The Rev. Dr. Sandy 
Tice, told of her seminary professor 
who urged his students always to speak of what 
a theological concept looked like rather than to 
use the theological terms to explain it.” This 
month's creative exercise invites us to consider 
a concept or scripture/phrase and “translate” it 
into an image or sound. Use the tools you have 
on hand—pencils and paper; children's 
modeling clay; an illustration program; yarn; 
quilt squares; even a stringed instrument!—to 
concisely and creatively explore a term or 
phrase. Let the Spirit be your guide!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try letting your members gather in 
small groups and explore what the 
following words, phrases and 
concepts might look like, sound like, 
feel like: 

 Rejoice in Hope  

 “Your kingdom come” (Matt. 6:10)  

 “Enter through the narrow gate” (Matt. 
7:13)  

 “An inclusive, caring community” (PW 
Purpose)  

 Welcome  

 Invitation  

 Parable  

 Gratitude  

 Reformed and Reforming  

     

https://dmpresbytery.org/committees-task-forces-top/presbyterian-women
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
http://www.youtube.com/%20%20presbyterianwomen
http://www.facebook.com/%20presbyterianwomenpcusa
http://www.twitter.com/pwpcusa
http://www.pcusa.org/store
http://www.pinterest.com/pwpcusa/

