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PROPOSED DOCKET
November 13, 2018
8:30

Registration Begins
Fellowship and Refreshments

8:45

New Commissioner Orientation

9:30

Open Meeting
Opening Prayer
Statement of Quorum
Approve Docket
Appoint Parliamentarian
Appoint Recording Clerk
Approve Excused Absences
Seat Corresponding Members
Introduce First-Timers and Guests
Approve Consent Agenda

9:40

Welcome by Westminster Presbyterian Church

9:45

Worship

10:45

Leadership Council Report

11:15

Compassion, Peace and Justice Task Force Report

Meghan Davis

11:25

CROSS Ministries Report

Roberta Victor

11:33

Committee on Preparation for Ministry Report

12:00 Noon

Lunch

1:00

Announcements

1:10

Midge Slater

Scott Paczkowski
Worship Task Group
p. 5

Alex Thornburg

p. 7

Linda Curtis-Stolper

Older Adult Ministries Task Force Report
Faithful Through the Years

p. 8

Marcy Campbell

1:30

Congregational Health Task Force Report

p. 9

Marcy Campbell

1:35

Nominating Committee Report

p. 10

1:45

All-Iowa Conversations Report

Kirsten Klepfer

1:55

Church Professional Task Force Report

Dwight Tomes

2:15

Temporary Executive Services Report

2:25

Knoxville First Administrative Commission Report

Joanne Page

2:30

Insurance Report

Lee Agency

2:40

Stated Clerk Report

2:50

Other Business

Ann Polito

Bob Houser
and David Feltman

Dave Hamilton

3:00
Adjournment and Benediction
Midge Slater
Active Threat Training provided by Lee Agency starts approximately 10 minutes after the Presbytery
meeting adjournment and will last for 1 hour.
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Additional Reports Found in this Meeting Packet
Congregational Reconciliation Task Force Report

p. 12

Congregational Transition Task Force Report

p. 13

Stewardship and Mission Interpretation Committee Report

p. 17

Our Sister Parish Report

p. 19
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL REPORT
November 13, 2018
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COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY REPORT
November 13, 2018
Statement of Faith
Ellen Keyser
I believe in the presence of the Divine in a broken and hurting world. As Creation sighs and groans, so
does the Spirit, and all of the Trinity.
The imaginative Divine is revealed in Creation, through the natural world. God’s sovereignty is
evidenced through the natural world, from the rising and setting of the sun each day, to the seasons
passing in ordered grace.
I believe in God the Creator, Jesus Christ, God’s only son, and the Holy Spirit. I am witness to their
presence within the world. I understand the Trinity to be the Divine in both one and three distinct forms,
simultaneously and infinitely, all three aspects of the Trinity being fully divine and present, with the
Trinity being the basis of the church and the foundation upon which the apostolic faith is built.
To this end, I confess Jesus Christ to be my Lord and Savior, the only Son of God, who, being both fully
human and divine, was born to Mary, of the Holy Spirit, suffered on the cross, died and was buried in
the tomb, to rise again. Christ bore this suffering due to the inherent sinful nature of humankind. Human
sin is born of the freedom of will, which is possessed by humankind of God’s choosing, to the purpose
of greater good. Though this freedom of will can be expressed beautifully through the imagination and
creativity of kindness, it is often warped and spoiled by the inherent sinful nature of humankind.
It is this nature which makes it so that we, wholly undeserving of forgiveness or grace, find it necessary
to come before God on bended knee in order to receive salvation through the suffering of Jesus Christ,
our savior. There is no action that we can take, nor work that we can do, which will save us. Rather, our
salvation is found in Christ, who suffered and died to take away our sins.
I understand that there is nothing I can do to earn my Savior’s love, yet I receive it nonetheless. For this
reason, I am beautifully broken, eternally grateful, and called to serve. This love is given freely, and
given to all.
I believe the church must be reformed and always reforming. Our world is always changing; so must our
church be. I believe in a church structure which amplifies the voices of the marginalized, offers equal
opportunity and equity in leadership, and which is active in seeking to alleviate the pain of the world in
which it exists. I acknowledge that the church has fallen short of these goals, and continues to do so, but
I will be part of its efforts to continue to strive for better.
I believe that faithful service requires stewardship of life as sacred creation, and to that end reject all
forms of violence against my fellow human beings. I understand this sacred creation to extend to the
natural world in which we witness God, and reject all that destroys this world. I understand the church to
have an obligation to play a role in the faithful stewardship of our world and its resources. All of this is
taught to us through the apostolic tradition, which remains a rock upon which the church is built. It is
through this human brokenness and apostolic tradition that I recognize the necessity of confessing my
faith. For this reason, I believe in the confessions of the Presbyterian church.
I believe the sacraments to be a covenant between the human and the divine, and a way that we
experience the thinning of the veil while living in a period of waiting. It is in the sacraments and in this
waiting that we form deeper bonds with one another, and deeper bonds with our Lord, with whom we
wait for hopeful reunion.
All of this I profess with abundant wonder and joy, that I might be able to participate in the life of the
church, and the Glory of God.
Presbytery of Des Moines, PC(USA)
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OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES TASK FORCE REPORT
November 13, 2018
Older Adult Ministry Task Force (OAM) seeks to lift up the ministries of older adults in the presbytery
as they serve the Lord in their home churches. Although we allow church members to self-define what
older is, most seniors recognized by OAM and their churches range from 60 years to whatever. Our
older adults do everything from being church secretaries and church leadership to church maintenance,
finances, construction, gardening and sewing.
Faithful through the Years
Today we honor:
Elaine & Dwight Grantham (Atlantic, First United)
Peggy Harmann (Perry, First)
Marlene & Bob Huettl (West Des Moines, Covenant)
Ruth Reed (Winterset, First United)
Elizabeth (Liz) Stufflebeem (Ottumwa, Westminster)
Barb & John Taylor (Newton, First)
Connee & Jim Thompson (Clive, Heartland
Lois Watson (Johnston, St. Paul)
Each November presbytery meeting, OAM recognizes those whom their churches and Sessions have
selected to be honored. Each congregation within the presbytery is invited to select an individual or
couple, or a group, who give service to their churches and the Lord in many varied and specialized
ways. Each church submits a one-page synopsis of their service with their photograph. These folks are
presented to the presbytery in person, highlighted in a power point presentation and given a
complimentary lunch. A certificate and a memento is presented to them to remember their experience.
Some churches hang their photos, certificates and write-ups in their churches to honor them at home as
well.
All honorees’ photos and write-ups are stored in the Faithful Through the Years three-ring binder which
is displayed at each presbytery meeting in the OAM exhibit.
Wishing you health and wellness in your golden years!
Task Force members:
TE Jane Martinez (Ottumwa, Westminster)
RE Liz Stufflebeem (Ottumwa, Westminster)
Respectfully Submitted,
TE Marcy Campbell, moderator (HR)
revmac@mchsi.com
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CONGREGATIONAL HEALTH TASK FORCE REPORT
November 13, 2018
The Congregational Health Task Force (CHTF) continues its work with our presbytery's churches. We
work to do biennial visits with churches, and explaining the Peacemaking/Conflict management
document created by Congregational Health and Reconciliation Task Forces. If your church has not
been contacted, you will be soon.
The grassroots think tank, the Small Church Round Table (SCRT) has met with interested Des Moines
church members including Douglas Avenue, First, Fort Des Moines, Highland Park, and Union Park.
The group is working on thinking outside the box on how small churches can share ministry. Anyone in
the presbytery interested in working on these issues are welcome. Our next meeting with be in
December. Watch the presbytery calendar for meeting date and time.
An issue brought up by the SCRT, as well as a number of listening groups opining for Presbytery Day,
is the need for Church Officer Education. November 17 at 10:30 am David Endriss will present his
"dog and pony show" on the ZOOM computer process, at the Presbytery office. At noon,
Congregational Health is presenting Elder Training at Covenant Presbyterian Church in their Fellowship
Hall with a light lunch being served. Marcy Campbell and Bob Houser will teach these sessions from 13 pm.
CHTF met August 29 at Altoona's Pizza Ranch to realign liaisons to churches; to say THANK YOU to
Marcia McAdoo for her service; and to welcome Adam Smith as a new member. We voted to put Older
Adult Ministries Task Force under Congregational Health to continue their programming in the
Presbytery.
Task Force Members
TE Marcy Campbell (HR), moderator (West Des Moines)
RE Polk Davison (Des Moines, Westminster),
RE Marcia McAdoo (Ankeny), resigned w/Thanks
RE Kathy Smith (Des Moines, First),
TE Adam Smith (Dallas Center, First)
RE Susan Stroope (Des Moines, Central),
TE Pat Summers HR (Newton)
We welcome our new Staff Resource Person, David Feltman.
Respectfully Submitted,
TE Marcy Campbell, moderator (HR)
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
November 13, 2018
The committee presents the following persons to be elected to the positions noted:
COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION
2021
TE Cynthia Ripperger (Creston, First)
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
2019
RE Polk Davison (Des Moines, Westminster)
PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION
2024
TE Lynne Hanna (Perry, First)
Following the application and interview process, the Committee presents the following person to be
elected to the position of Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Des Moines for a 3-year term beginning
January 1, 2019:
TE Kristin Pike
Respectfully Submitted,
RE Ann Polito, moderator (Hartford, Community United)
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Rev. Kristin Pike
Rev. Kristin Pike has been selected by the Presbytery Nominating Committee as nominee for the Stated
Clerk position for the Presbytery of Des Moines.
Rev. Pike earned a Master of Arts Degree in English from the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro in Greensboro, North Carolina, and a Masters of Divinity Degree from Union Presbyterian
Seminary in Charlotte, North Carolina.
She has 20 years of experience in church administration with positions in administration, finance, and
communications and as pastor. As an ordained ruling elder, she has served as Clerk of Session. On the
presbytery level, Kristin has served on Administrative Commissions as well as on the Budget & Finance
Committee. Additional involvement includes service at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium and with the
national Peacemaking Office traveling to Northern Ireland. Kristin notes, “I welcome working with
other presbyteries and the synod office as well as the national office to strengthen and encourage our
local churches and our clergy.”
Rev. Pike was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament (Teaching Elder) in 2011. She accepted
her first call to ministry serving as pastor and head of staff at First Presbyterian Church in Boone, Iowa.
Currently, Kristin is serving as interim pastor at Community United Presbyterian Church in Hartford,
Iowa.
Kristin shares that she has taken her ordination vows very seriously…being governed by our church’s
polity and abiding by the discipline…being a friend among colleagues in ministry…being active in
government and discipline, service in the councils of the church, and in ministry trying to show the love
and justice of Jesus Christ. The opportunity to serve as the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Des Moines
will provide her the chance to help us, the presbytery, to continue to move forward.
Kristin and her husband, Eric, and their children, Chad, Robert, and Kate reside in West Des Moines,
Iowa.
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CONGREGATIONAL RECONCILIATION TASK FORCE REPORT
November 13, 2018
The congregational Reconciliation Task Force continues to meet regularly. Dave Hamilton attends our
meetings regularly
John Sprole has participated in the Presbytery ZOOM Training. We are working to learn how to use this
as a means of communicating with Church Sessions that are further away from the Des Moines area.
We are continuing to work toward our goal of contacting all churches to visit with them about the
Guidelines document.
We have revised our policies to broaden our parameters of who may make a referral and receive
assistance. We have also discussed the future of declining churches and ideas that might help them to be
able to stabilize and grow.
CRTF has received a resignation from Rev. Bob Houser so he can co-lead the Presbytery with Rev.
David Feltman. We thank Bob for his service and appreciate his willingness to take a leadership role in
the ongoing functioning of the Presbytery.
We continue to participate at the Moderators meetings to communicate with the other task forces and
coordinate information.
Task Force members are:
RE Lola Peters, moderator (Ankeny)
TE Bob Houser (HR)
TE Jane Martinez (Ottumwa, Westminster)
RE Joanne Page (Des Moines, Union Park)
TE Sarai Schnucker Rice (DMARC)
RE John Sprole (West Des Moines, Covenant)
Respectfully Submitted,
RE Lola Peters, moderator (Ankeny)
rlp405@msn.com (Please put CRTF in the subject line when you contact me by email)
515-249-9182
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CONGREGATIONAL TRANSITION TASK FORCE REPORT
November 13, 2018
The task force took the following actions:
• Approved the contract between Rev. Jim Stout and First Presbyterian Church of Sigourney.
(details below)
• Approved the contract between Rev. Ann Johnson and First Presbyterian Church of Knoxville.
(details below)
• Conducted an exit interview with Rev. Don Stribling.
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Respectfully Submitted,
RE Joyce Rash, moderator (Des Moines, Union Park)
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STEWARDSHIP AND MISSION INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE REPORT
November 13, 2018
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Respectfully Submitted,
TE Ken Rummer, moderator (HR)
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OUR SISTER PARISH REPORT
November 13, 2018
Bright Spots for 2018
•

Our Sister Parish is now incorporated as a non-profit organization. An EIN has been issued and
the final steps towards obtaining 501(c)(3) status are in progress.

•

A search committee has been formed and has begun meeting to locate and hire the next full
time Mission Co-worker for.

•

First United Presbyterian Church in Atlantic entered into a brand new partnership with the
community of El Rescate. There are now 9 Presbyterian organizations in long-term OSP
partnerships supporting 13 communities in the Berlín, Usulután, El Salvador, area. Additionally,
another church has an ongoing partnership with the Pastoral House, supporting its infrastructure
needs.

•

Additional solar panel systems were delivered to finish the project designed to provide light and
power to all families in El Rescate!

•

Scholarships were awarded to over 70 high school students. A partial scholarship was given to a
post-graduate student to attend technical school.

•

Materials for about 100 latrines were provided to families in need.

•

Fertilizer was delivered to over 800 families.

•

The doctors in OSP's Medical Delegation helped 695 individuals by performing about 800 total
consultations during 4 ½ days of clinics held in 5 communities.

•

OSP's participation in the Des Moines Latino Fest was successful in terms of fundraising,
community outreach and cultural sharing.

•

Members of the 2017 OSP Medical Delegation shared their experiences during worship services
at Covenant, Ankeny and Heartland churches.

•

OSP continued its working relationship with the Art for El Salvador organization, facilitating
their education projects.

•

The Don Justo Coffee project continues, celebrating 16 years in existence, providing jobs in El
Salvador and generating profits that are directed back to various humanitarian projects
designated by the Pastoral House and OSP.

•

57 people, in 8 separate delegations, visited Berlín. Kathy Bassett volunteered her time to act as
interim Co-worker, providing limited co-worker support for those visits.

•

Successful fundraisers were held in support of the OSP Medical Delegation and OSP in general.

Respectfully Submitted,
RE Mike Bassett, moderator (Des Moines, Central)
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