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C – COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY REPORT
February 13, 2016
The Committee recommends that Inquirer Jennifer Peek (Grinnell, First) be enrolled as a candidate
under the care of the Presbytery of Des Moines.
Jenny will be presented at the February 13, 2016 Presbytery meeting to read her statement of faith and
be questioned for candidacy.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathryn Roblee, acting moderator

Statement of Faith
Jenny Peek
I believe and trust in one living and true God, who is our
Maker of heaven and earth,
Thoughtful Creator and great Sculptor of humanity and life,
Mysterious Intercessor,
Loving Parent, and
Sovereign Lord.
God, who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, and omniscient,
Is both one God and three distinct persons:
God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man, who
Came down from heaven to
Bring life, hope, joy, love, peace, and to
Proclaim the reign and teachings of God.
Christ, through his words and deeds,
Teachings and healings,
Blessing and forgiveness,
Liberative work for and communion with all peoples, and his
Death and resurrection,
Transformed and is still transforming our world.
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, the giver and renewer of life.
The Holy Spirit, through its constant, presence and movement,
Speaks through Scripture and the Word proclaimed,
Moves through nature and the human heart,
Claims us in the waters of baptism,
Nourishes us through the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and
Binds us together, with all believers, in the one body of Christ, the Church.
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I believe and trust in the Old and New Testaments, which are our unique and authoritative Scriptures.
I believe that Scripture witnesses to the works, heart, presence, and desires of God, Christ, and
the Holy Spirit.
I approach Scripture with an
An open heart,
An active mind,
A deep reverence, and
A longing to learn, discover, remember, and ultimately, to
Connect, and invite others to connect, with the Lord, Christ, and the Spirit.
I believe and trust in the power and authenticity of the sacraments:
The sacrament of baptism, which
Signs and seals our ingrafting into Christ,
Celebrates the renewal of God’s covenant of grace, and
Receives the believer into the church to share in its life, ministry, and family.
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, which
Strengthens, nourishes and sustains us,
Reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice for us, and
Celebrates the reconciliation of humanity with God and with one another.
I believe and trust in the Church, our universal body, which
Is entrusted with God’s message,
Shares God’s hands and feet in the labor of
Healing, transforming, and reconciling humanity with God, one another, and itself, and
Seeks to maintain connection with God’s people in every time and every place.
Amen.
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K – COMPASSION, PEACE AND JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT
February 13, 2016
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K – COMPASSION, PEACE & JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT continued…
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K – COMPASSION, PEACE & JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT continued…
Joining Hands El Salvador / Our Sister Parish: Ministries of Mutual Accompaniment
Kristi Van Nostran, PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker
San Salvador, El Salvador
February 10, 2016

In John's gospel, the resurrected Christ reminds Peter that to truly love him is to "feed [his] sheep". It's
no coincidence that the powerful metaphor that Jesus uses to convey the deep care and concern of God
for God's children is that of keeping them well fed. As people of faith, we are likewise called to ensure
that all people might enjoy both the physical sustenance of having enough to eat as well as the fullness
of life and livelihood that result from just food systems.
It's within this context that the Red Uniendo manos El Salvador (RUMES), the Joining Hands Network
of El Salvador, is engaged in a global ministry working to address the root causes of hunger and
impoverishment. By building relationships of solidarity between people in the global North and South,
Joining Hands empowers people to advocate, organize, and take action, based on our belief that all
people have the right to the abundant life that God promises.
A joint ministry of the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Presbyterian World Mission, RUMES is a
network of community organizations, grassroots groups, local churches and faith communities working
in partnership with congregations and presbyteries of the PC(USA), and others, to promote food
sovereignty at the local, national and international levels through advocacy and action in favor of the
human rights to food and water, and agriculture free from agrotoxins. From its inception in 2010,
RUMES has counted the Community Pastoral House/Our Sister Parish among our key in-country
partners in this transformational development ministry.
The members of the Pastoral Team have been instrumental in strengthening the spiritual orientation of
our work in partnership, and for the last three years, RUMES has benefited from the leadership and
experience that the Pastoral Team offers through the active participation of Cecilia as a member of the
RUMES Board of Directors. The bonds of solidarity and partnership between the ministries of Joining
Hands and Our Sister Parish have afforded us opportunities to host Presbyterian delegations jointly,
expanding the breadth of experience for trip participants as well as spreading the Good News of what
God is doing through Presbyterian Mission in partnership in El Salvador.
As the name states, the work of Joining Hands is to bring people together around our common goal of on
earth as it is in heaven. We give thanks to God for the work of the Our Sister Parish ministry, and we
feel blessed to mutually accompany one another and the communities with whom we work. In closing,
we offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the Presbytery of Des Moines and your ongoing support and
commitment to Presbyterian Mission, and your accompaniment and advocacy in solidarity with sisters
and brothers in El Salvador. We have been called into partnership for such a time as this; and it is
essential that we make this journey together!

Presbytery of Des Moines, PC(USA)

page 7

