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NEWSLETTER FOR THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH - PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES – NOV.  2020

 
“COME YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME” 

 
Moderator’s Musings: 

 

PW Moderator Sharon Falck 
 
All of the changes since the 
beginning of the pandemic 
began have upset our 

equilibrium and made us think this is never going 
to end and we have nothing to be thankful for this 
year.  I have found if I take a moment at the end 
of the day to write down all of the things that 
happened during day for which I am grateful it 
becomes a prayer to God for all He has provided 
for me in the past 24 hours. 

It has been difficult for us to participate in PW 
activities and the special offerings.  Life goes on 
and there are desperate needs which will we be 
able to meet if we continue trusting God.  This is 
reflected in the scripture the Thank Offering 
Committee of the Churchwide Coordinating team 
selected. 

“Do not worry about anything, but in prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” NRSV 

Please keep these words in mind as we briefly look 
at the National and International Thank Offering 
recipients and how the funds will assist them. 

NATIONAL: 
1. Health Care Empowerment Project, Presbytery 
of Cincinnati-it will support monthly meetings to 
organize and train 20-30 low-income and 
moderate-income women to become leaders to 
work for positive social change. 

2. Nevaeh House: A little piece of Heaven, 
Presbytery of South Dakota- it will help purchase 
a home to provide safe and transitional housing 
for expectant mothers as well as counseling and 
adoption planning. 

3. Life House Maternity Home, Mid-Kentucky 
Presbytery- it will help to expand a kitchen to 
allow space for hands-on cooking classes, daily 
meal preparation and nutrition information to 
improve the mothers’ health and equip them for 
independent living. 

4. Crossroads Community Health Food Network, 
National Capital Presbytery- this will help expand 
the community kitchen and enhance the program 
for low income and immigrant entrepreneurs who 
wish to start a food business. 

5. Faith 4 Justice a Trauma-informed Ministry, 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina-the grant 
will support training for leadership development, 
community organizing and raising public 
awareness of the Black and Latinx community. 

6. Family Promise of Wayne County, N.Y., Inc.- 
the grant will help renovate a building for use as a 
day resource center and emergency overnight 
facility for the homeless. 

7. Northern Nevada Dream Center, Presbytery of 
Nevada-this will help purchase a 14-foot box truck 
which will enable them to provide healthy meals 
directly to outlying areas where food pantries are 
not available. 

8. Setting a Place for All, Presbytery of Tampa Bay-
this grant will help construct a fully accessible 
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dining facility, build a new welcome center, 
administration space and an additional cottage at 
the Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center to 
increase adult accommodations. 

9. Critical Mass Dance Company, Presbytery of 
the Pacific- the funds will support training events 
for local dance teachers to utilize a trauma-
informed, free-form movement healing so people 
can move forward in their lives, especially low-
income women and girls. 

10. Team Refugee Youth, Presbytery of Santa Fe- 
this will help build programs which provide 
learning helps for refugee youth and equip 
parents to advocate for their children. 

11. Shelter for Children, Cimarron Presbytery- this 
will support a new initiative through art and sports 
programs to reduce adverse childhood 
experiences related to violence seen by the 
children in Oklahoma. 

12. Transportation for Disaster Kits, Presbytery of 
Arkansas-Ferncliff Camp and Recreation Center 
will use the funds to purchase a truck to pick up 
disaster kits from new depots in the South to help 
eliminate shipping costs. 

13. Community Healing Circle, The Presbytery of 
Donegal- the grant will support facilitator and 
childcare fees for the healing circles which provide 
a safe space for victims of domestic violence to 
share their stories, hear the group’s wisdom, take 

control their narratives and rewrite their own 
stories. 

INTERNATIONAL: 
1.  Democratic Republic of Congo Association of 
Presbyterian Women of Kinshasa-West Synod-
the grant will provide funds for the completion of 
the Women’s Centre in Kinshasa where women 
will gather and receive leadership training. 

2. Ethopia, Gidada Theological College, 
Construction of Girls’ Dormitory - the college 
recognizes that educating women is key to the 
development for the whole society, thus they wish 
to increase the number of women students by 
building a dormitory for female students in 
Dembi-Dollo. 

As you can see the needs are many but ways are 
being found to develop women leaders, provide 
housing, food and resources for women, children, 
the marginalized and homeless in the United 
States and the world. 

If your PW has not been meeting and wish to 
donate to the Thank Offering please send your 
checks to PW Presbytery Treasurer: 
 Beverly Countryman 
 1529 19th Place 
 West Des Moines, IA 50265  

Please keep all these projects in your prayers and 
continue to pray for those whose lives have been 
impacted by the COVID-19 virus, especially health 
care workers and small business owners. 

 
 
  

The problem is sin, not skin. 

The answer is grace, not race. 

Our nation needs Jesus 
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The Gathering Quest continues! 
 

Save the date for the 2021 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women! 

  

 

 

• The 2021 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women will be held August 5–8, 2021, in 

St. Louis, Missouri. #PWGathering #2021ChurchwideGathering 

• This email lands in your inbox 10 months from opening plenary (give or take a few days!).* 

• Each month for 21 months, you will receive an email like this one to help you prepare, 

promote and plan for the 2021 Gathering! 

 

 

 

 

*Making Plans 

We can simultaneously “rejoice in hope” (Rom. 12:12–13) and be ready to swerve! As of this 

day, the 2021 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women will take place as planned: August 

5–8, 2021, in St. Louis, Missouri. But stay tuned to this email series and check in occasionally 

at www.presbyterianwomen.org to see how this journey to the Gathering unfolds. Updates and 

conversations will be available as “we see in a mirror, dimly” (1 Cor. 13:12) to greater clarity. We 

will certainly gather. We will certainly rejoice. But we may be asked to pivot to a new date or a 

new way of being in community. 

 

  

https://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-xjktlkl-xdldydidr-r/
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FIRST ARABIC PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S ARABIC OUTREACH CENTER 

Generosity Changes Lives During the Pandemic 

 

Last spring, as the coronavirus spread across our 
nation, Arabic-speaking immigrants and refugees 
in Des Moines began to suffer.  They were 
frightened, losing their jobs, running out of food, 
and getting sick. Because of language and cultural 
barriers, they did not understand how to access 
needed social services and keep themselves safe.  
The Arabic Outreach Center – the mission arm of 
First Arabic Presbyterian Church in Des Moines – 
quickly put together a plan, and took action.  A call 
went out asking for support, and many responded 
with gifts that enabled the Arabic Outreach Center 
(AOC) to care for those in crisis.  

Because of our donors’ generosity, the AOC was 
able to hire outreach workers to meet the 
overwhelming needs of so many individuals and 
families, both Christian and Muslim. Here are just 
a few snapshots of the good work the AOC was 
able to accomplish:  

As the pandemic began, many people were unable 
to secure needed items to stay safe. AOC outreach 
workers surveyed the community, purchased 
supplies – paper products, cleaning supplies, 
diapers, etc. – and delivered them to dozens of 
struggling families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• A Muslim woman with a sick husband and 
three young children needed help filling out 
application forms to receive supplemental 
food. Language and cultural barriers made 
this an impossible task – until she 
contacted the AOC, where outreach 
workers quickly guided her through the 
process 

• A mother and her three children were in 
need of housing. AOC staff worked to 
connect her with Habitat for Humanity, 
and they now have their own Habitat 
home. After getting settled, she called the 
AOC to express her deep gratitude. 

• One woman was ill with pain and fever 
when she made a late-night call to the 
AOC. The AOC director was able to make 
the appropriate connections to get her the 
medical care she needed. 

During the pandemic, the AOC continues to assist 
more than 300 individuals in the Arabic-speaking 
community. As the virus rages on, the needs 
remain and your financial support will make a 
difference! If you would like to donate to this vital 
ministry, visit our website at www.firstarabic.org 
or send your gift to the Arabic Outreach Center, 
1050-24th St., Des Moines, IA 50311.  Thank you!

  

Rev. Ekram Kachu, director of the Arabic Outreach 
Center, displays bags of supplies, packed and ready for 
delivery to families in need during the pandemic. 

 

http://www.firstarabic.org/
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PW Purpose Awards 

Two women in the Presbytery of Des Moines have been nominated for the PW Purpose 
awards. We plan to give them their awards at the next Gathering. 

 
Carol Barnes 
First Presbyterian Church, Oskaloosa 

Carol has been a faithful advocate 
for prayer and Bible study in 
Presbyterian Women in Oskaloosa 
First Presbyterian Church for many 
years. She has served as moderator 
twice and as an active leader of 

Coterie Circle for many years, always willing to 
lead Bible study and Prayer. 

She is active in the local Church Women United, an 
interdenominational women’s group. 

She has graciously welcomed people to our church 
at the front door on Sundays as they’ve arrived for 
worship. Many have made Oskaloosa First 
Presbyterian their place of worship as a result. 

Carol has been a faithful elder, Sunday School 
teacher, a prayer warrior on the prayer chain, and 
a faithful witness of Christ in the home and 
community. 

Because of Carol Barnes’s gentle caring attitude 
and her willingness to support of the mission of 
the local church and the worldwide church, we 
highly recommend her for the PW Purpose Award. 

Barb Johnson, PW Moderator 
Rev. Craig Palmer, Interim pastor 

First Presbyterian Church, Oskaloosa 

Ethel Lee Tucker 
First United Presbyterian Church, Winterset 

I would like to nominate Ethel Lee 
Tucker for the PW Purpose Award 
because of her extremely hard 
work and dedication to our 
church, community and 
worldwide. 

Ethel Lee first attended our 
Winterset Presbyterian Church in 

1958. Over the years, Ethel Lee has been a huge 
blessing to all lives she has touched. 

Beginning in 1946, at the age of 16, Ethel Lee 
began singing in the church choir and continues  

 

 

still today, 73 years later at the age of 90. Ethel Lee 
taught Sunday School beginning in 1945, at the 
age of 15, Ethel Lee began teaching a sermon to 
the youth as junior sermon minister. She spread 
the word of God to all. That continued for 14 
years. 

In May 1954, Ethel Lee started the Harmony Guild, 
which was a bible study club of young people that 
met at homes weekly. She still attends these 
meetings today. 

Ethel Lee began and ran as the chairman of 
education and was trustee of Christian Ed. Every 
week, Ethel Lee would gather all Sunday School 
teachers at 7 a.m. and they would meet at the 
Gold Buffet in Winterset. She would prepare the 
agenda and discuss curriculums with them to 
teach children of all ages the word of God. She 
provided necessary materials to allow the Sunday 
School teachers to teach the classes. This went on 
from 1958-1972. And Christian Ed. continues 
strong today. 

In 1965, Ethel Lee was asked to take a position of 
supervising teacher of all students and traveled to 
Boston to be Christian Ed. Director of Swampscott 
Congregation Church. 

Ethel Lee served as president of the Presbyterian 
Women from 1980-1982. And was also President 
of Presbyterian women in Louisville, Kentucky in 
2001. 

She also started many Bible studies to include 
Presbyterian women called to do missions around 
the world. She once took youth to Switzerland to 
study the word of God. She would teach them the 
importance of our freedom of Christianity in the 
United States. The youth would come back very 
humbled and appreciated our freedom to live 
freely as Christians in the United States. 

Ethel Lee has traveled abroad to many countries 
and continents completing missionary tasks and 
spreading God’s word. 
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One of Ethel Lee’s favorite scriptures is from John 
14:27. “Peace, I leave with you, My peace, I give 
you. I do not give you as the word gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
Ethel Lee has lived by the motto “If you don’t get 
anything else, get understanding of all others, no 
matter what the differences are.” 

Ethel Lee writes to the president often and begs 
him to allow Christianity and prayer back into the 
schools. She stressed the importance of allowing 
children to learn about the word of God. As a child, 
she read the Bible each morning before school and 
still reads the Bible faithfully every day. 

 

Even today, Ethel Lee remains very active in our 
church and as a Presbyterian woman. When asked 
to complete a mission, no matter how big, she 
never says no. Just last summer, at the age of 89, 
Ethel Lee was asked to teach music to the children 
of Vacation Bible School. She showed them how to 
dance and sing as they learned the importance of 
scripture. Ethel Lee has let nothing stop her from 
being a true missionary and enjoys every minute 
of it. She still finds ways to be involved in our PW 
organization, among many other tasks at our 
church. We are very proud to have her as a 
member of our Winterset Presbyterian Church. 

Teresa Fleming 
Secretary of Presbyterian Women

PW Lifetime Membership Awards 

Sandy Denning and Susan Tinder of Trinity United Presbyterian in Indianola,  
awarded Honorary PW Life Memberships 

On Wednesday September 9, members of Martha 
Circle presented Susan Tinder 
and Sandy Denning with 
Honorary Life Memberships. An 
Honorary Life Membership in 
Presbyterian Women honors an 
individual’s faithful service in 
some area of church work.  

Susan Tinder was given the 
award for her leadership in the sewing group, 
changing it to a weekly session year-round, finding a 
place to meet in the church where there are no 
steps, and finding many new places for the 
comforters to be donated. Susan also heads the 
meal committee at church for funeral luncheons as 
well as any time there are meetings that require 
meals. 

Sandy Denning served as the chairman of all our 
sewing projects for many years 
while it was meeting in January 
and February and the Dolls to 
Love during the month of June. 
She has delivered many things 
to numerous different 
organizations in the Des 
Moines and Warren County 
areas as well as worldwide 
through the Presbytery and 
arranged field trips to the various places we 
donated.   

These women have used the gifts of the spirit to 
spread our faith and keep us aware of how folks are 
suffering and in need of help. I am proud to call them 
my friends. 

Juanita Ott, Moderator of Martha Circle  
Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Indianola 

  

Sandy Denning 

 

Susan & Dick Tinder 
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Treasurer’s Report

Presbyterian Women in Des Moines Presbytery 
August 5, 2020 
Savings Balance $ 2,173.50 
 
DM Presbytery checking 
$2,123.35 2019 carry over 
$1,640.30 2020 DM 
$   213.75  check need to be issued 9-15 
$     24.75  check need to be issued 9-15 
$       2.19  Div 2020 
$4,004.34  Checking Balance 
 
 
Receipts thru 8/7/20 $8,964.36 

Disbursements Plus those that will be disbursed 
9/15 
Presbyterian Women in the PC (USA) 
 $3,808.75 Mission 
 $    560.00  Birthday 
 $    141.16 Least Coin 
 $1,433.20  Thank Offering 
 $ 5,943.11 
SLAP/Synod  $1,380.95 
DM PW  $1,640.30 
 $8,964.36 
 
Receipts thru 8/7/20 for honorary Life $285.00 
Disbursements for Honor Life  $285.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WE FELL ASLEEP, a poem by Haroon Rashid (March 

2020):  
 

We fell asleep in one world, and woke up in another.  

 

Suddenly Disney is out of magic, Paris is no longer 

romantic, New York doesn’t stand up anymore, The 

Chinese wall is no longer a fortress, and Mecca is empty.  

 

Hugs and kisses suddenly become weapons, and not 

visiting parents and friends becomes an act of love. 

Suddenly you realize that power, beauty and money are 

worthless, and cannot get you the oxygen you're fighting 

for.  

 

The world continues its life and it is beautiful. I think 

it's sending us a message: "The air, earth, water and sky 

without you are fine. When you come back, remember 

that you are their guests. Not their masters.” 

 

From The Sower 

Newsletter for the Presbyterian Women in the 

Synod of Lakes & Prairies 
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Challenging Our Thoughts 

 
 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE BOOK STUDY GROUP 
(aka BOOK CLUB) 

 

 

  

 

        

 
  

February 8, 2021 

There will be two times to join the Zoom, 12:30 – 
2:30 pm and 6:30 – 8:30 pm (Central Time).  You 
must be registered to receive the study questions 
and to join the call due to Zoom protocol.  Contact 
Kathleen Keefer at:  kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com  

You do not need to commit to participate in all 6 
books discussions as you will register for each one 
separately.  

The “CLUB” is open to all regardless of gender.   

December 7, 2020 April 12, 2021 

June 14, 2021 August 9, 2021 

mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
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Presbytery of Des Moines PW Coordinating Team 

 
 
Executive Team 
Moderator 
Sharon Falck (2021) 
809 Turnberry Dr 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
641-260-8500 
sfalck2009@gmail.com 
 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
VACANT 
 

 
Recording Secretary 
Ann McGowan (2021) 
9549 Foxglove Ln 
Johnston, IA 50131 
515-252-6195 (H) 
515-480-9595 (M) 
akmcgowan@msn.com 
 
Treasurer 
Beverly Countryman (2021) 
1529 19th Place 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
515-225-1659 
bcountryman1@yahoo.com 

 
PW Synod Rep to Churchwide CT 
Kathleen Keefer 
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coordinating Team 
Mission Matters 
Denise England (2021) 
1013 Spruce Dr 
Manning, IA 51455 
515-802-1173 
deniseengland24@gmail.com 
 
Historian  
VACANT 
 
 
Resources & HORIZONS 
Mary Lou Briles 
1015 Luster Ln 
Des Moines, IA 50315 
515-285-1074 
marybriles@aol.com 
 
Justice & Peace 
Margaret Blair (2021) 
PO Box 17 
St Charles, IA 50240 
515-491-0356 
mablair57@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Clergywoman Rep 
Rev. Barbara Tooker Todd (2021) 
5210 Panorama Dr 
Panora, IA 50216 
712-355-0052 
rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Juanita Ott  
1214 W. Euclid 
Indianola, IA 50125 
515-778-7985 
jott396116@aol.com 
 
Search Committee 
VACANT 

 
Area Coordinators 
Area #1 Coordinator 
Linda O’Connell 
PO Box 79 
Lucas, IA 50151 
641-203-3660 
rev.linda@mediacombb.net  
 
Area #2 Coordinator 
VACANT 
 
Area #3 Coordinator 
Barbara Taylor (2021) 
2709 1st Ave E 
Newton, IA 50208 
641-792-6990 
barbjohnmim@gmail.com 
 
Area #4 Coordinator 
VACANT 
 

  

mailto:sfalck2009@gmail.com
mailto:akmcgowan@msn.com
mailto:bcountryman1@yahoo.com
mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
mailto:deniseengland24@gmail.com
mailto:marybriles@aol.com
mailto:mablair57@gmail.com
mailto:rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com
mailto:jott396116@aol.com
mailto:rev.linda@mediacombb.net
mailto:barbjohnmim@gmail.com
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News about Presbyterian Women: 

Presbytery of Des Moines - https://dmpresbytery.org/committees-task-forces-top/presbyterian-women 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies - http://www.lakesandprairies.org 

Presbyterian Women - https://www.presbyterianwomen.org 

Presbyterian Women on Social Media 

YouTube - http://www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen 

Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa 

Twitter - http://www.twitter.com/pwpcusa  

Church Store - http://www.pcusa.org/store 

Pinterest - www.pinterest.com/pwpcusa/ 

 

 

 

 

The Grapevine is published by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Des Moines, 2400 86th 
Street, Suite #20, Urbandale, IA 50322-4306. Please share with the members of your PW and make 
copies for those in and outside your group. Urge them to share with others. Don’t keep it a secret! If 
you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact Betty Dyer, Presbytery of Des Moines 
office manager at bdyer@dmpresbytery.org or 515-276-4991. 
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