NEWSLETTER FOR THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH - PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES – JULY 2020

Moderator’s Musings: INTO THE LIGHT
Sharon Falck, PW Moderator
As women of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) our purpose
defines four ways we can serve
our Lord and Savior effectively
in our churches, communities
and the world. For this issue of
the
Grapevine
we
will
concentrate on remembering
the first commitment we make: “Forgiven and
freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by
the Holy Spirit we will…. nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible Study.

in God whose promises are trustworthy. When we
lament, we move from suffering to faith. In our
faith there is hope. We lament in order to hope”.
Laments, sung, spoken and prayed-are bold. In
the Old Testament laments are conspicuous in
requesting God to act violently against their
enemies, arguing with God and rejecting the idea
that an individual’s suffering is caused by their sin.
There are fewer laments in the New Testament,
however the early followers of Christ would have
used laments from the Psalms and other Old
Testament Scripture in worship and their own
devotions.

The Horizons Bible Study this year- Into the Light:
Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament may just
what is needed by us as we face a “new normal”
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and try to
understand and make a difference in the lives of
our Black and Native American sisters and
brothers so they may receive equitable treatment
in all of society.

Now is the time to use Into the Light-Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament to explore lament in a
number of different contexts. Lesson 1 and 2:
Psalms of lament; Lesson 3: laments by women in
Jeremiah and Matthew; Lesson 4: lamenting the
death of Lazarus; Lesson 5: Job’s lament; Lesson 6:
the Book of Lamentations and lament over the
city; Lesson 7: Creation’s lament from Isaiah and
Romans; Lesson 8: God’s lament over God’s
creation in Hosea, Luke and Matthew and Lesson
9: God’s promised end of Lament in Isaiah and
Revelation.

Reverend P. Lynn Miller, author of the study says,
“Our faith offers an option: lamenting. This is a
practice we may never have learned or have
forgotten. Lament is a proper liturgical response
to the suffering and sorrow of the real world.
Laments spoken to God are prayers. Prayers of
lament are petitions which come out of real need
and in praying we declare our trust in God and our
dependence on him. When we lament, we move
from suffering to faith. This communication with
God broadens our prayer lives, connects us to the
world and the God who loves it and us, helps us
focus on the actual situations that lead us to
lament and is an opportunity to confess our faith

The goal of the study is not to learn about lament
but to help us reclaim lament as a practice.
This means creating new laments that speak to the
needs and issues which are closest to our hearts in
our world today. Even though this study has been
in the process of being written for three years it
definitely speaks “For a time such as this.” (Esther
4:14b)
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The Horizons Bible Study Books may be ordered
on line at www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop or

by calling 800-533-4371 for $10 each plus
shipping.

GROWING OUR FAITH
There are two ways to look at the challenges our worship communities have had to face the past few
months. One way is to try to get through this the best way we can and hope that things will get back
to “normal” soon. The other way is to be enthusiastic about the new things that are happening and the
changes that are waking us up to new possibilities in spreading the words of Christ. How many of us
have bought new computer equipment like microphones, cameras, or even a tablet to use? We’ve all
heard of conference calls, but how many of us have “Zoomed”? Think of how many brain cells and
neuron pathways we have activated recently. What a great way to stay young!

Reflections and activities around the Presbytery of Des Moines:
Barb Johnson - My name is Barbara Johnson, I
am the moderator of First Presbyterian Church,
Oskaloosa Iowa P.W. I would like to share my
experience, with the COVID-19 virus and how
God changed my life during those twenty days
of isolation at Crystal Heights Care Center where
I live.

told I was positive for COVID-19. I was scared for
I knew not what was ahead for me. At night my
temperature would elevate, and I would cough
uncontrollably. I could sense others were
holding me up in prayer. I was unable to read
because of a headache, so I tried to recall verses
I knew. I tried to think of the joy of God and
thanked Him for His nearness. Another thing
that kept me from giving up was the daily phone
calls from my brothers, sisters and church
family.

For a little background, I will say God started to
prepare me for this experience during Lent 2019
when I came to know the importance of the Holy
Spirit in a new way. Yes, I knew the Holy Spirit
came when Jesus went back to be with His
heavenly father after His Ascension but never
thought about His real importance today, in our
lives. When the light was turned on in my life, I
received a joy that could not be put out. I started
to read and study God's Word daily. Pray for
others in a whole heart manner, sitting at the
feet of God and letting the Holy Spirit teach me
in a new way. God's word no longer was not just
unmeaning words, but every word meant
something special.

Yes, God changed me to a person that knows
personally it is important to give God, Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit first place in everything you do.
Strive daily to make it an awesome day. Strive to
pray for someone daily for you don't know their
need totally. Last but not least read and study
God's word faithfully for that is what you must
rely on in the time of storm.


Sue Kimball - With the onset of the “stay at
home” COVID-19 mitigation program, there was
an immediate feeling of fear flushing over me. I
had a brand-new granddaughter born on
February 26th, just at the time when the
hospitals were ready to close their doors to
visitors. She came a few weeks early and that
was a blessing. The fearful portion of that story
was that our son, daddy, had breathing
problems throughout the C-section delivery and
the hospital staff were going to dismiss him as

On May 12, I started to run a low-grade
temperature, sore throat, by the 16th my
temperature had gone up to 100 and they were
not able to break it. I knew in my mind that I had
the Virus that could result in death. I was told to
get some personal belongings and go to the
isolation wing. When I entered the hall, I was
met with nurses, who looked like they were
from outer space. One nurse said that she was
going to check for the virus. The next day I was
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he was showing signs of the virus at the time. He
is a prime candidate with lung issues from a past
illness. Thus, the real concern. We were able to
FaceTime in the delivery room from Green
Valley, AZ where we had wintered for a couple
months and drove home with great anticipation
to see our new family member blessing three
days later. Everyone was well as could be after
an emergency birth and we held tiny Adeline In
our arms with huge relief and joy. Following that
day, the restrictions of staying home hit. It was
weeks later that we could finally visit her again,
but only with a masked face.

the Gathering and was told that mine was
chosen. I look forward to using art to express the
theme of “Rejoice” at that event.
I, like many of you, have spent this time at home
decluttering and reorganizing our home space. I
have wanted to write stories to share with my
children and generations to come about some
life events that have been influential to me. This
was the perfect opportunity. So, on the rainy
days or evenings when time seemed endless, I
would write some entries in a book, Reflections
from a Mother’s Heart. I also found an app called
Andelin which is an online scrapbook that a
person can write stories and illustrate with
personal photos. I have enjoyed that experience
and find that it might be more manageable to
read for our technological savvy adult children.
Stories of our faith journey can be influential in
ways we can least expect and is the major
motivation for me. Our legacy is something to
consider in these times.

So, making masks was my first plan of action and
I encouraged our PW Circle to engage in that
activity while home alone. I tried many different
patterns over the course of time and my first
batch went to a Mercy One nurse who sent out
a plea on Facebook. I knew her and wanted to
help out. I’m currently working on a child’s mask
that fits my almost six-year-old granddaughter.
The first one didn’t cover both her nose and
mouth. Hope to have that done at the end of
today. She doesn’t like wearing one. She and her
mom live near Merle Hay Mall and we ended up
breaking our isolation with them, spending the
night with us in fear of rioting in the
neighborhood. We had FaceTimed up until then,
but not the same as reading a story to her
nestled by my side and giving her real hugs and
activity time.

And, lastly, I have spent a lot of time praying, as
I am sure many of us have. We must continue to
keep the faith that truly will sustain us.


First Presbyterian, Grinnell - We were not able
to hold the “M & M - Muffins for Missions”
project, which is always a special time for us, as
Presbyterian Women, to give to our Missions in
April.

I have made a lot of cards for those widows in
our church to let them know I am thinking of
them, with a personal touch. We had a couple of
sudden deaths of church members, not COVID
related, that moved me to again make some
personal sympathy cards. My heart went out to
those families as grieving was an added burden
in this difficult time.

We will be having our church wide Spring Read
discussion of the book, A Man Called Peter, on
June 23rd. We will be having it via ZOOM.
The Christian Ed. committee is planning to have
another all church read for the months of July September.
Our church building is NOT open; however, we
have been having the Sunday morning service
via ZOOM, with many attending. Our many
monthly church meetings are also held via
ZOOM. This seems to be keeping all of us in
touch and it is so good to be able to see faces of
our church family. –Janice Logan

With the anticipation of the Churchwide
Gathering 2021, I have sent messages sent from
PWC Facebook to our Circle members on their
Facebook Page to encourage and inform our
women of the work continuing on that level.
There were many uplifting messages sent from
them. I had recommended an author that I met
in Green Valley and applied to be a presenter at
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First Presbyterian, Newton - We have been
holding church online. Any meetings have been
on Zoom or Facebook. The deacons have been
calling all church members each week to keep in
touch with them. Some health issues have
shown up and would have gone unnoticed
without these connections. Prayer requests
have been also managed online. No information
yet about opening up. –Barb Taylor

church" at the Guthrie County Fairgrounds.
Vehicles were parked and windows kept rolled
up unless needed to down little to hear the
speakers. Bulletins were emailed and those
attending printed at home. This was sponsored
by the Guthrie Center Association of Churches.
The pastor of the Presbyterian/Christian Church,
Methodist Church and Seventh Day Adventist
Church participated in the service. It rained hard
at one point and made hearing the speaker
difficult. This was received well in the
community, even though it was a rainy morning.


Trinity United Presbyterian, Indianola - Our
church services have been on Facebook Live
since April. After the service it is posted on our
Facebook page. We are grateful for a dedicated
group of “techies” that make this possible. Our
services will hopefully begin in person on July 12.

The past several weeks the Christian Church has
had church and recorded showing on Facebook.
There is social distancing, announcements,
responsive readings, scripture readings and
hymns are shown on the overhead screen. The
plate for offering was in the back of the church
and sealed communion packages were
available.

Our pastor, Rev. David Endriss, and our
membership director, Betty Dyer, have done an
exceptional job of keeping everyone connected.

On June 7th we will return to church services in
the sanctuary of Presbyterian Church. An email
was sent to all church family with description of
guidelines of social distancing, every other row
of pews will be blocked off, family units may sit
together, no coffee or food served, doors will be
left open, no use of hymnals and pew bibles,
masks will be available for any who do not have
and wish to use, surfaces cleaned after the
service. Since the majority of our congregation is
of retirement age, we want everyone to feel
safe. The service will continue to be live
streamed. The service June 7th is combined
service with Christian Church as scheduled and
plans now are to go back to Sunday morning
service in each church, except for the combined
service the first Sunday of the month. –Karen
Hawley

During the Children’s sermon each Sunday the
children (and adults) are asked to participate in
the service. They are given a question to answer
in the comments on Facebook. The pastor then
includes their comments in his lesson.
Tuesday through Friday each week the pastor
posts a five-minute devotional called Trinity
Now. Each devotional features a place in the
church as we reflect on our faith. All Sunday
services and Trinity Nows are available on
Trinity’s website: www.trinityupc.org
We also gather as a congregation via Zoom for
an hour each Thursday just to say “Hi” and see
how everyone is doing. –Juanita Ott


First Presbyterian, Guthrie Center - Our last PW
meeting was the first Wednesday of March and

our last church
service
in our
sanctuary
I went
down
to the
potter’s was
house and there he was working at the wheel. And
March 15th. On Easter morning we had "drive in
whenever the vessel he was making came out wrong, …he would start it afresh
and work it into another vessel, as potters do. Then the word of Yahweh was

addressed to me, “House of Israel, can not I do to you what this potter does?” It is
Yahweh who speaks. – Jeremiah 18: 1-6
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New PW Resource:
Prayer and Beyond: Faithful Response in Times of
Trouble is a timely pocket-sized resource, serving
as a reminder of God’s presence even in the most
difficult times. Though we experience hardship
and disasters, in God we find the courage and the
strength to face the difficult times and to
persevere.
This can be downloaded as a leaflet that can be
folded or as a one-page flyer.
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/prayer-beyond/

Save the Date!
One of the many strengths of Presbyterian Women (the organization and those
who are Presbyterian women) is our connectedness. Just attend a presbytery,
synod or churchwide gathering and you will quickly and clearly see that our
connectedness links us one to another in ministry and outlook. Our
denomination relies on our rootedness and our connectedness. PW is a blessing
to our church and the wider world.
The Churchwide Gathering is an opportunity to celebrate and strengthen our
roots and connections.

SEE YOU IN ST. LOUIS!!!

EXAMINING OUR VALUES
“These are the times that try men’s souls” (and
women’s). That is an old cliché, but I haven’t
been able to think of anything more
appropriate. Between the pandemic fears and
the racial justice protests we find a need
reexamine our attitudes and beliefs.

You are invited to begin to dismantle structural
racism through your participation in the Racial
Justice Challenge. The Racial Justice Challenge
will help raise awareness about the
perniciousness of racism and encourage action
in response to that awareness.
Through
discussions surrounding the PC(USA)'s antiracism policy, scripture and a variety of other
resources, participants may develop an
increased understanding of how racism is
systemic rather than simply personal.

What can we do in response to the racism that
exists across the U.S. and in our communities?
There is a growing awareness among
Presbyterians that racism is a crisis and must be
addressed. The PC(USA) and PW in the Synod of
Lakes and Prairies are strongly committed to the
struggle for racial justice. PW in our Synod
believes that it begins with education and
dialog.

Kathleen and Marilyn have moderated several
Zoom studies in the past year, and you won’t
regret joining the challenge.
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NOW MORE THAN EVER…
PW in the Synod of the Lakes & Prairies
presents:
Beginning to Dismantle Structural Racism
through the. . .

“Racism is a lie about our fellow human beings, for it says that some are less than
others. It is also a lie about God, for it falsely claims that God favors parts of creation
over the entirety of creation.” …PC(USA) anti-racism policy
The study is free to all men and women who wish to participate via ZOOM.
We will be meeting on the following days:
June 29, July 13, July 27, August 3, August 24, and August 31.
Sessions are offered at either a 1:30 – 2:30 PM or a 6:30-7:30 PM (Central) time.
You don’t need to be present at all sessions. Check your calendars
and send an email to Marilyn Stone at: mmstone52@att.net
Include in your email: your name, presbytery, email address and
cell phone number so we can text you information if needed.
You must be registered to receive the ZOOM invitation .
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PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES PW COORDINATING TEAM
Executive Team

Coordinating Team

Area Coordinators

Corresponding Secretary
Vacant

Historian
Vacant

Area #2 Coordinator
Vacant

Recording Secretary
Ann McGowan (2021)
9549 Foxglove Ln
Johnston, IA 50131
515-252-6195 (H
515-480-9595 (M)
akmcgowan@msn.com

Resources & HORIZONS
Mary Lou Briles
1015 Luster Ln
Des Moines, IA 50315-6622
515-285-1074
marybriles@aol.com

Area #3 Coordinator
Barbara Taylor (2021)
2709 1st Av E
Newton, IA 50208
641-792-6990
barbjohnmim@gmail.com

Treasurer
Beverly Countryman (2021)
1529 19th Pl
West Des Moines, IA 50265
515-225-1659
bcountryman1@yahoo.com

Justice & Peace
Margaret Blair (2021)
PO Box 17
St Charles, IA 50240
515-491-0356
mablair57@gmail.com

Area #4 Coordinator
Vacant

Clergywoman
Rev. Barbara Tooker Todd (2021)
5210 Panorama Dr
Panora, IA 50216
712-355-0052
rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com

Search Committee
Pam Deichmann (2021)
405 S 16th Av
Winterset, IA 50273
515-462-3277 (M)
pam.deichmann@gmail.com

Moderator
Sharon Falck (2021)
809 Turnberry Dr
Grinnell, IA 50112
641-260-8500
sfalck2009@gmail.com

Mission Matters
Denise England (2021)
10531 Hickory Dr, #5
Urbandale, IA 50322
515-802-1173
deniseengland@mchsi.com

Area #1 Coordinator
Rev. Linda O’Connell, HR
PO Box 79
Lucas, IA 50151
641-203-3660
rev.linda@mediacombb.net

Vacant
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Ott
1214 W Euclid
Indianola, IA 50125
515-778-7985
jott396116@aol.com
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Prayer in a Time of Pandemic
(from the Synod of Lakes and Prairies Presbyterian Women - The Sower Newsletter May 2020)
May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have to cancel our trips
Remember those that have no safe place to go.

May we who have no risk factors
Remember those most vulnerable.

May we who are losing our margin money in
the tumult of the economic market
Remember those who have no margin at all.

May we who have the luxury of working from
home
Remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or making their rent.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically
wrap our arms around each other, Let us yet
find ways to be the loving embrace of God to
our neighbors. AMEN.
--(Author Unknown)

May we who have the flexibility to care for our
children when their schools close
Remember those who have no options.

The Grapevine is published by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Des Moines, 2400 86 th
Street, Suite #20, Urbandale, IA 50322-4306. Please share with the members of your PW and make
copies for those in and outside your group. Urge them to share with others. Don’t keep it a secret!
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact Betty Dyer, Presbytery of Des Moines
administrative assistant at bdyer@dmpresbytery.org or 515-276-4991.

News about Presbyterian Women:
Presbytery of Des Moines - http://dmpresbytery.org/
Synod of Lakes and Prairies - http://www.lakesandprairies.org
Presbyterian Women - https://www.presbyterianwomen.org

Presbyterian Women on Social Media
YouTube—http://www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen
Facebook—http://www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa
Twitter—http://www.twitter.com/pwpcusa
Church Store—http://www.pcusa.org/store
Pinterest— www.pinterest.com/pwpcusa/
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